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conventional pattern in plated metal. The tray is
well proportioned and affords an opportunity of study-
ing simple chasing which shows through on the back.
The border is fluted with leaf-like reliefs, and may
have been struck in one piece to the outline of the
tray, as there is not the slightest indication of a joint.
The underside is tinned, and bears the globe and cross
mark of Blagdon, Hodgson & Co. (circa 1820). The
tray is 9 in. long. The snuffers are close plated and, as
may be seen from the illustration, are of more than
usually clean cut outline. Two rare types, occasionally
met with in brass as well as silver, but as far as our
knowledge goes never seen in Old Sheffield Plate, are
the standing type and the shaped tray. The former
is as old as William and Mary, and consists of a weighty
foot usually round and a stem on which is a socket
into which the snuffers drop, point downwards. In
this pattern the snuffers are small and they do not
have three feet; sometimes, indeed, no foot at all.
The shaped tray is Queen Anne, and is of such a
character that the outline of the tray follows fairly
closely the snuffers that were laid upon it. A third
favourite shape for the tray has a small handle on one
side and is not infrequently mounted on ball feet
beneath the four corners. Some of the Old Sheffield
Plate snuffers trays are of rare beauty, particularly
those in which fine piercing is combined with a restrained
use of chasing.
SNUFFERS AND SNUFFERS TRAYS (Silver)
1720 (circa). A plain oblong shaped snuffers tray.
Dublin made; weight 6 oz. 18 dwt, at per
ounce 485.